World Peace Day
[bookmark: _GoBack]The International Day of Peace, sometimes unofficially known as World Peace Day, is a holiday observed annually on 21 September. It is dedicated to world peace and specifically the absence of war and violence such as might be occasioned by a temporary ceasefire in a combat zone for humanitarian aid access. The day was first celebrated in 1982. In 2013 the day was dedicated by the Secretary-General of the United Nations to peace education, the key preventive means to reduce war sustainably. 
To inaugurate the day, the United Nations Peace Bell is rung at UN Headquarters (in New York City). The bell is cast from coins donated by children from all continents except Africa and was a gift from the United Nations Association of Japan, as "a reminder of the human cost of war"; the inscription on its side reads, "Long live absolute world peace".
Furthering the Day’s mission, the General Assembly augmented the original resolution in 2001, fixing the date on 21 September. Peace Day provides a globally shared date for all humanity to commit to peace above all differences and to contribute to building a culture of peace. This theme is based on the global campaign that promotes respect, safety and dignity for everyone forced to flee their homes in search of a better life brings together the organizations of the United Nations System, the 193 member countries of the United Nations, the private sector, civil society, academic institutions and individual citizens in a global partnership in support of diversity, non-discrimination and acceptance of refugees and migrants.

















Suggested Activities
	S.No.
	Classes 
	Suggested Activites

	1
	Primary
	· Classroom Poster Making for Illustrating World Peace-Students draw flags of the countries in the world on small pieces of paper which are made into a poster with messages of peace writing.(Teachers may refer to atlas or internet to look up flags of the countries in the world. This activity is best done if children are introduced to various countries in the world on world map as well)


	2
	Elementary
	· Poster Making Competition- Students can participate in poster making competition based on theme of peace. They can take the posters home as message to community from school on the occasion 


	3
	Senior
	· Letter Writing – Teachers help the students reflect on last time when they lost their temper/got violent/got abusive/said something to someone which they regretted later. 
The reflection will throw up some emotions in which all students are likely to imagine themselves as on the receiving end. They are asked to think if there is any other way in which they could have resolved that situation peacefully and what, if that situation comes up again, will they do? Students then write a letter to that person recounting the situation reflecting how they could have resolved the situation peacefully. 
(Note:Role of teacher is crucial in this activity as a dialogue is necessary to help student understand the need of this activity.)




